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EQUIVALENCY EXAM INFORMATION SHEET 
 
 

The Equivalency Examination may be taken as one of the prerequisites for the issuance of 

the Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation.  

 

Note: Taking an approved combination boating/personal watercraft course is 

recommended. 

 

The Equivalency Examination is written for the experienced boater who knows the rules 

and regulations for safe boating on all Connecticut waters. 

 

The examination covers general information and safety topics, including but not limited to: 

1. Registration    10. Hypothermia 

2. Certification    11. Boating Under the Influence 

3. Trailering    12. Aquatic Nuisances 

4. Anchoring    13. Rules of the Nautical Road 

5. PFD Requirements and Fit  14. Safety Equipment 

6. Visual Distress Equipment  15. Aids to Navigation 

7. Fire Prevention   16. Speed Regulations 

8. Sound Signals    17. Age Restrictions 

9. Carbon Monoxide   18. Water Sports 

 

 Most, but not all, of the questions are covered in the Connecticut Boater’s Guide (which 

can be picked up at your town hall, DMV offices, local DEP offices, public libraries or 

downloaded from the internet.)   

 The Exam covers all aspects of a basic boating/personal watercraft course. 

 A score of 80% or better is required to pass. 

 

FEES: 

 $25.00 to take Equivalency Exam (check or money order made payable to the 

“DEP” mailed to the address above.) The exam fee is payable when submitting the 

completed Equivalency Exam Application. 

      NO CASH OR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED VIA MAIL. 

 $25.00 fee for the Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation. You can obtain a 

Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation by submitting a copy of your diploma, an 

application for the Certificate of Personal Watercraft Operation and a $25.00 check or 

money order made payable to the “DEP”. 

 

REFUND: 

Refunds will be issued by submitting a written request. 

 

TEST DATES, TIME, AND LOCATION: 

Please mail your application package, exam dates and payment to the address above. If the 

requested exam date is available, a confirmation letter will be e-mailed, faxed or mailed to 

you. The confirmation letter and valid photo identification are required for 

entrance into the exam. 

 

State of Connecticut 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Boating Division 

P.O. Box 280, 333 Ferry Road 
Old Lyme, CT 06371-0280 

http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2686&q=322292&depNav_GID=1620
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APPLICATION FOR EQUIVALENCY EXAM  

 
* REQUIRED FIELDS 

   
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY 
 
*Name:                

  (Last)     (First)      (MI)  
 

*Address:                
         (Number and Street)  

                
                
   (City/Town)        (State)    (ZIP)          
                     
*Day Time Telephone: ( )       

 
 

*E-mail address:         

 
*Birth date:   / /                                                     
      
*Have you previously taken the Equivalency Exam?  Yes    No 
  
If yes, prior testing date and location:            

                              
 
 
       
  (Signature) 
 
 
Anyone who requires auxiliary aids may call John Annino or Mark Chanski at (860) 434-8638 or TDD at (860) 424-3333 
 

Office Use Only 
 
           AM/PM                  

       (Exam scheduled date)       (Start Time)                                                      (Exam location) 

 

Type of payment: Check □ #        Money Order □ #       

Amount of payment: $25.00    
 
Retake, date of last exam:   - -_____ 

Type of Payment: Check □ #       Money Order □ #      

Amount of Payment: $10.00 
 

 

State of Connecticut 
Department of Environmental Protection 

Boating Division 
P.O. Box 280, 333 Ferry Road 

Old Lyme, CT 06371-0280 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL EQUIVALENCY EXAMS ARE GIVEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY 

Applications must be received at least ten days before requested exam date. 
 

 

Testing is available at Sherwood Island State Park (Boating Office) in Westport. From November 1st to 

February 1st, testing is available on Tuesdays through Thursdays at 8:00AM.  
 

 Monday   Tuesday   Wednesday   Thursday 

 
  
 

The following list of exam dates is for Marine Headquarters in Old Lyme. All exams start promptly at 

9:00AM.  

  

  November 14, 2008 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All equivalency exams are given by appointment only. The confirmation letter and valid photo 

identification is required for entrance into the exam. If you have any questions, please contact 

Susanna Simonds at (860) 434-8638 or via e-mail at sue.simonds@ct.gov. 

 
   

 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

(Printed on Recycled Paper) 

79 Elm Street. Hartford, CT 06106 -5127 

http:/ /ct.gov/dep 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 

 

http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2716&q=325260&depNav_GID=1650#directions
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2690&q=322412&depNav_GID=1511#Marine
mailto:sue.simonds@ct.gov
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